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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 5 to 14, 16, and 1 7 without prejudice to or disclaimer 
of the subject matter recited therein. Please amend Claim 1, and add new Claims 19 and 
20, as shown below. 

1. (Currently Amended) An exposure method using near-field light, 

comprising: 

preparing an exposure mask having an opening formed with lengthwise 
directions extending in ort hogonal plural directions , the opening having a width smaller 
than a wavelength of e xposure light, the width being perpendicular to one of the lengthwise 
directions : 

contacting the exposure mask to a workpiccc an object to be exposed : and 
det ecting o n e of th e l eng thwis e d i r e ction s of the o p ening; and 
projecting the exposure light t hat i s p o larized in a direction o f an ang fe-of 

cippiuxiinatc l y 4S p wilh respect to the lengthwise directions of the opening, to generate 

ne ar-field ligh t on the exposure mask to generate near-field light at the opening, and 

forming a pattern based on the opejiing on the object 

wherein t he o p eni n g has a width that is smaller t han a wavelength of the 

exposure light is circularly polarized light . 

2, and 3. (Cancelled) 
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4. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the 
opening of the exposure mask is formed with lengthwise directions extending only in 
mutually orthogonal directions. 

5. to 17. (Cancelled) 

IS. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the 
exposure light is emitted from a laser. 

1 9. (New) A method according to Claim 1 7 wherein the circularly polarized 
light is transformed from a light having a polarization property oflinear polarization. 

20. (New) A method according to Claim 19, wherein the circularly 
polarized light is transformed by a quarter waveplate. 
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